
Livestock Skillathon Information 

Skillathon is mandatory for all exhibitors 

●​ Superintendents will be administering the skillathon to all exhibitors 

●​ Skillathon will NOT be considered the sole grade for projects 

●​ If an exhibitor has a conflict with the scheduled date/time they are required to 

contact the Superintendent to complete the skillathon prior to placing/awards 

without penalty  

●​ Exhibitors project books will be reviewed at all skillathons 

●​ If your student has special needs please reach out to the extension office prior to 

the scheduled date to make arrangements. Winning 4-H Plan: 

https://huron.osu.edu/sites/huron/files/imce/Winning%204H%20Plan%20Req

uest%20Fillable%203.2022-2.pdf  

 

Beef 

Date - Sunday August 16th 11am-2pm Pickworth 

Contact:  Lori Gates 

 

Junior/Novice 

●​ Resource handbook chapters 3, 7, 11, 12 

●​ Color pictures in the resource handbook 

●​ Record book preview 

 

Intermediate 

●​ Resource handbook chapters 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12 

●​ Color pictures in the resource handbook 

●​ Record book preview 

 

Senior 

●​ Resource handbook chapters 2, 7, 8, 10, 11, and 12 

●​ Color pictures in the resource handbook 

●​ Record book preview 

 

Overall chapters 2, 7, 12 and 

resource pages are the best places to focus study efforts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://huron.osu.edu/sites/huron/files/imce/Winning%204H%20Plan%20Request%20Fillable%203.2022-2.pdf
https://huron.osu.edu/sites/huron/files/imce/Winning%204H%20Plan%20Request%20Fillable%203.2022-2.pdf


Dairy 

Date - Wednesday August 19th at 10am - Show Arena 

Contact:  Brandon Walcher 

Questions will be generated from the resource book and age appropriate 

●​ Breed ID 

●​ Parts of the animal 

●​ Parts of the udder 

●​ Feed 

●​ Common tools 

●​ Record book preview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dogs 

Date - Saturday July 26th - Show arena during the dog show 

●​ Members enrolled in project #201 MUST participate in the skillathon. 

●​ Members will rotate through four educational stations. Stations will cover 

information from the following topics from the Dog Resource Handbook: 

○​ Breed Id: Non-Sporting and Herding groups 

○​ Canine Good Citizen 

○​ Collars and Leashes 

○​ Internal/external parasites 

●​ Scores from the skillathon will be used as the interview score in You & Your Dog 

classes at the dog show. 

●​ Dog project books will be turned in at the Dog Show registration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dairy Goats  

Date - Sunday August 16th 4-6pm - Pickworth 

Contact:  Pressley Burrma 

 

Junior/Novice 

●​ Anatomy and confirmation 

●​ Herd management 

●​ Handling and showing your animal 

●​ Record book preview 

 

Intermediate 

●​ Anatomy and confirmation 

●​ Nutrition and digestion 

●​ Breed ID 

●​ Dairy characteristics 

●​ Record book preview 

 

Senior 

●​ Anatomy and confirmation 

●​ Nutrition and digestion 

●​ Breed ID 

●​ Dairy characteristics 

●​ Herd health 

●​ Record book preview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Meat Goats 

Date - Sunday August 16th 4-6pm - Pickworth  

Contact:  Jen Stieber 

 

Junior/Novice 

●​ General knowledge of goats 

●​ Body parts and conformation (legs) 

●​ Handling and showing 

●​ Herd management/caring for young goats 

●​ Record book preview 

 

Intermediate  

●​ General knowledge of goats 

●​ Body parts, bones and conformation 

●​ Nutrition, digestion and deficiencies  

●​ Meat cuts 

●​ Record book preview 

 

Senior 

●​ General knowledge of goats 

●​ Body parts, bones and conformation 

●​ Nutrition, digestion and deficiencies 

●​ Meat cuts 

●​ Herd health maintenance and diseases 

●​ Record book preview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Poultry 

Date - Monday August 17th 8am - 10am North end Pickworth 

Contact:  Tiffany Green 

 

Novice (First Year): 

●​ Poultry Science Basics (Breeding, Brooding, Production, Processing, etc.) 

●​ Parts of a Chicken (Cockerel) 

●​ Chicken Breeds ID 

●​ Carcass Parts 

●​ Record book preview 

 

Junior (Ages 8 - 11): 

●​ Poultry Science Basics (Breeding, Brooding, Production, Processing, etc.) 

●​ Parts of a Chicken (Hen) 

●​ Chicken Breeds ID 

●​ Carcass Parts 

●​ Medication Label 

●​ Egg Grading 

●​ Record book preview 

  

Intermediate (Ages 12 - 14): 

●​ Poultry Science Basics (Breeding, Brooding, Production, Processing, etc.) 

●​ Parts of a Chicken (Hen) 

●​ Parts of a Goose 

●​ Parts of a Pigeon 

●​ Chicken Breeds ID 

●​ Duck Breeds ID 

●​ Pigeon Breed ID 

●​ Carcass Parts 

●​ Medication Label 

●​ Egg Grading 

●​ Record book preview 

  

Senior (Ages 15 - 18):  

●​ Poultry Science Basics (Breeding, Brooding, Production, Processing, etc.) 

●​ Parts of a Chicken (Hen) 

●​ Parts of a Duck 

 



●​ Parts of a Goose 

●​ Parts of a Pigeon 

●​ Chicken Breeds ID 

●​ Duck Breeds ID 

●​ Pigeon Breed ID 

●​ Carcass Parts 

●​ Medication Directions 

●​ Medication Label 

●​ Brooder Scenarios 

●​ Egg Grading 

●​ Record book preview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Rabbits 

Date - Saturday August 8th 9am- 11am - Secretary’s office 

Make Up Date - Monday August 10th 7pm-8pm - Secretary’s office 

General knowledge 

●​ Breed ID - timed for each division 

●​ Parts of the animal - timed for each division 

●​ Additional information for Seniors: 

○​ Skeletal system 

○​ Digestive system 

●​ 4-H general knowledge - ex. 4-H pledge 

●​ Record book preview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sheep 

Date - Sunday August 16th 9:30-11:30 - Doug Wilson barn 

Contact:  Nicole Stevens and/or Stephanie Wetzel 

 

** All information comes from The Sheep Resource Book** 

 

Junior 

●​ Body Parts 

●​ Breeds 111, 164-165 

●​ Feed tag 

●​ Wholesale cuts 

●​ Glossary terms: ewe, wether, lamb, ram, docking, breed, crossbred, fleece, polled 

 

Intermediate 

●​ Breeds wool vs meat 

●​ Leg structure 

●​ Retail cuts  

●​ Feed sample id 

●​ Glossary injection, applying medication, digestive system 

 

Senior 

●​ Breeds with facts 

●​ Carcass evaluation 

●​ Disease/medication 

●​ Retail cuts match to wholesale 

●​ Teeth 

●​ Feed sample id-feed stuff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Swine 

Date - Sunday August 16th 3-5pm  Pickworth 

Contact:  Sarah Hunker  

Novice/Junior 

●​ Breed Identification 

○​ Review common swine breeds and their visual traits. 

■​ Focus on: 

●​ Body color and patterns 

●​ Ear type (upright vs. floppy) 

●​ Body shape and muscling 

●​ Breed origin (state or country of development) 

●​ Wholesale Cuts 

○​ Learn the main wholesale cuts of pork. 

○​ Study the location of each cut on the pig carcass. 

○​ Be able to identify cuts from diagrams. 

●​ Parts of a Hog 

○​ Memorize key anatomical parts of a pig (e.g., ham, loin, shoulder, belly, 

jowl, etc.). 

○​ Understand where each part is located on the body. 

●​ General Swine Knowledge 

○​ Injection sites 

○​ Pork product origins. 

○​ Parasites: internal vs. external 

○​ Reproductive terminology 

○​ Ear notching. 

Intermediate 

●​ Breed Identification 

○​ Learn the common swine breeds and their key characteristics. 

■​ Focus on: 

●​ Body color and markings 

●​ Ear type (upright or floppy) 

●​ Body shape and muscling 

●​ Origin of the breed 

●​ Medication Labels 

○​ Review how to read a medication label correctly. 

○​ Know the parts of a label (name, dosage, instructions, warnings). 

●​ Retail Cuts 

 



○​ Study common retail cuts of pork. 

■​ Focus on: 

●​ Visual characteristics of each cut 

●​ General Swine Knowledge 

○​ Swine management terms 

○​ Feed and nutrition 

○​ Pig anatomy 

○​ Growth benchmarks such as ideal Average Daily Gain (ADG) for market 

hogs. 

○​ Diseases and health 

Senior  

●​ Feed Identification 

○​ Learn the common types of swine feed (grains, pellets, supplements). 

○​ Focus on smell, texture, and appearance cues to distinguish feeds. 

○​ Understand purpose of each feed (e.g., starter, grower, finisher, 

supplement). 

●​ Swine Evaluation 

○​ Review body characteristics of hogs: muscle, fat, and overall structure. 

○​ Study conformation traits used to describe hogs. 

○​ Know how to identify differences in size, muscling, and fat cover from 

pictures. 

●​ Medication Labels 

○​ Practice reading medication labels carefully. 

●​ General Swine Knowledge 

○​ Anatomy &amp; evaluation 

○​ Carcass Statistics 

○​ Diseases 

○​ Swine reproduction 

○​ Nutritional content of pork. 

○​ Breed identification: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Turkeys 

Date - Monday August 17th 8am - South end Pickworth 

Contact:  Kevin Palm 

 

Novice (First Year): 

●​ Parts of a Turkey 

●​ Turkey Breeds ID 

●​ Carcass Parts 

●​ Record book preview 

 

Junior (Ages 8 - 11): 

●​ Parts of a Turkey 

●​ Turkey Breeds ID 

●​ Carcass Parts 

●​ Record book preview 

 

Intermediate (Ages 12 - 14): 

●​ Parts of a Turkey 

●​ Turkey Breeds ID 

●​ Carcass Parts 

●​ Medication Label 

●​ Record book preview 

 

Senior (Ages 15 - 18):  

●​ Parts of a Turkey 

●​ Turkey Breeds ID 

●​ Carcass Parts 

●​ Medication Directions 

●​ Medication Label 

●​ Brooder Scenarios 

●​ Record book preview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Horse 

Date - Sunday August 16th, 3pm - Horse barn 

Contact:  Chelsea Jackson 

 

Junior (Ages 8 - 11): 

●​ Identifying horse markings (page 76-78) (picture will be provided of a face or 

leg marking and the child will have to pick from 4 possible choices of the 

marking) 

●​ Parts of the western saddle (page 23) 

●​ Grooming supplies (page 51-54) I.e what to use to clean out a hoof, what brush 

to use to on a horse's face 

●​ Parts of the hoof (page 104) 

 

Intermediate (Ages 12 - 14): 

●​ Breeds of horses/horse types (starts on page 65) -racing breeds, gaited breeds, 

stock breeds as examples 

●​ Parts of an english or western bridle (page 26-27) 

●​ Parts of the hoof (page 104) 

●​ Reproduction (page 144) 

 

Senior (Ages 15 - 18):  

●​ Identifying parts of the English or western saddle 

●​ Conformation Defects 

●​ I.E. Mutton wither, cow hock, sway back 

●​ Colic  

●​ Parts of horse 

 

                   
 

 

 

 

 


