Ohio Livestock Care Standards

The Ohio Livestock Care Standards Board
was formed to gather and evaluate public
input and provide complete guidelines

for livestock care to the Ohio Department
of Agriculture. As the standards were
developed, the members of the board
considered the following: best management
practices for livestock care and well-being,
biosecurity, disease prevention, animal
morbidity and mortality data, food safety
practices, and the American Veterinary
Medical Association’s ethical standards,
among many other considerations.

These standards, covering various animals,
including beef, swine, dairy, equine,

poultry, and more, hecame effective on
September 29, 2011. The person who owns,
has responsibility for, or has custody of an
animal is responsible for making sure these
standards are met for that animal.

The Ohio Livestock Care Standards for Beef,
outlined in the Ohio Administrative Code,
include these topics:

« General welfare, including feed and water,
housing, equipment, and handling

» Health, including disease, injury, parasites,
and medication administration

« Distressed or disabled livestock,
including guidance on humane treatment

- Transportation, including loading,
transport, and unloading; prolonged
transit; and construction of ramps
and chutes

« Euthanasia, including physical methods to
ensure humane death

The Ohio Department of Agriculture’s
Divisions of Animal Health and Enforcement
is responsible for enforcing these
regulations. Major violations of Ohio’s
livestock care standards are fineable
offenses, and agency staff may work with
other organizations to provide necessary
care to affected animal(s). Animal cruelty
laws are independent of these regulations
and are enforced separately by local law
enforcement agencies.
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